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Vashti’'s Tall and Truman’s Tale

Parashas Zachor, heralding the arrival of Purim.

/ PARASHAS TETZAVEH GENERALLY COINCIDES WITH

(!

The kids love telling the story of Queen Vashti's

refusal to appear in front of Achashveirosh because, as the

Talmud (Megillah 12b) explains, thg angel Gavriel made her

grow a tail.

Often, a Gemara of this nature — even if it can be taken |

literally — is primarily meant to teach us something much
deeper. The Chofetz Chaim sets out to explain the deeper
significance of Vashti’s tail, and the message it holds for the
Jewish people.

The Talmud (Sanhedrin 96a) teaches that Nevuchadnezzar, |
the Babylonian king who destroyed the Beis HaMikdash,'

wasn’t born into royaity. Hashem granted him the kmgdom
because of a few steps he took in Hashem'’s honor when he
was the royal scribe responsible for the correspondence of

Kihg Baladan.

The Gemara explains that Chizkiyahu HaMelech became

very sick and was miraculously cured. Hashem wanted to

"

publicize the miracle, so He made that day last 18 hours. lhe
sun returning to an earlier position in the sky certainly got
everyone'’s attention, and word of Chizkiyahu’s healing spread
through the world.

King Baladan decided to send Chizkifahu a letter con-
gratulating him. “If there is so righteous a person that God
changes nature for him,” he said, “then [ must correspond
with him.”

Nevuchadnezzar, Baladan’s primary scribe, wasn’t avail-
able at the time, so other scribes drafted the letter, beginning
with the salutation: “Peace unto you, King Chizkiyahu, peace
unto Jerusalem, and peace unto the Great God.”

After they sent the letter off with a messenger,
Nevuchadnezzar returned to the palace and asked what they
had written. When he heard that they had placed Hashem
third in the list of greetings, he was aghast. He insisted that
they retract that version and place Hashem first.
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“You are the one who wants it done,” the other scribes told
&evuchadhezzar, “you carry it out.” .
Nevuchadnezzar ran after the messenger to try to retrieve
the letter, but after he ran either three or four steps [there is
a dispute between two versions as to the exact number], the
angel Gavriel stopped him in his tracks. The Gemara states
that had Gavriel not halted him, there would be no remnant
of Klal Yisrael, chas veshalom, because his merit would have

been so powerful that Klal Yisrael would have been annimi-

lated.

In the merit of these steps he took to try to defend
Hashem's honor, Nevuchadnezzar was rewarded with a mon-
archy that lasted four generations: first he was king, then his
son Evil Merodach, his grandson Belshazzar, and the last in
the line was his great-granddaughter, Queen Vashti.

The Chofetz Chajm explains that there is actually no dispute
between the two versions of the number of steps Nevuchadnezzar
ran. In actuality, he ran three full steps, and Gavriel cut him off

in the midst of his tourtn sinde. Had he completed that fourth
step, Klal Yisrael would have been eradicated.

Instead, says the Chofetz Chaim, since he did not take
a complete fourth step, the reign of his fourth descendant,
Vashti, was terminated prematurely. Had he taken that fourth
step, Vashti would have remained on the throne, Esther would
never have been in a position to save the Jewish people, and
they would have been annihilated by Haman.

This is what the Gemara means when it says that Gavriel
— the very same angel who prevented Nevuchadnezzar
from taking the fourth step — placed a tail on Vashti. The
“tail” here is a metaphor for Gavriel putting a “tail end” to
Nevuchadnezzar’s dynasty.

The First incident with Gavriel happened four generations
before Haman came to power, but because of his stopping
Nevichadnezzar Kial Yisrael merited tobe saved in the era of

e Purim story.

~This is how Hashem runs the world, manipulating events

behind the scenes in a way that we capnot perceive.

Rav Shlomo Lorincz z”/, a former Knesset Member rep-
resenting Torah Jewry in Eretz Yisrael, met President Harry
Truman while visiting United States. Truman was the first
world leader to recognize lsrael when it declared indepen-
dence in May 1948, Legend has it that he did so because a
Jewish former business partner visited him at the White House
and asked him to meet Chaim Weizmann, Israel's first presi-
dent, as a personal favor, and Weizmann convinced Truman
to recognize the State of Israel. But that’s not the full story, as
Truman himself told Rabbi Lorincz.

“The decision to come to the aid of a homeland to 650,000
Jews living among 20 million Arabs virulently opposed to its
existence was against the immediate interests of the United
States,” Truman related, “to the extent that one of my home-
town newspapers put out a screaming headline: ‘Truman the
Traitor’ when I did so.
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“I was brought up in a neighborhood in which there were
Jewish families, and | had a lot of respect for them. 1 would
go to turn on or off the lights for them on occasion, and they
would give me a piece of Shabbos challah when I did.

“My-father would read the Bible with me every Sunday,:
and | remember reading the story of Koresh (King Cyrus of
Persia), who gave the Jews the opportunity to return to israel
to rebuild their Temple. | remember thinking, as a young child,
that when ! would become president of the United States —
the dream of every little child in those days — I, too, would
help the Jews in the same way. '

“When Weizmann came and offered me a Torah as a
gift and requested that 1 recognize Israel, I remembered the
pledge I made as a young child. But childish emotions alone
would not have been enough to sway me to go against the
direct interests of the United States. So why did | recognize
Israel? s

“The answer is that only two people know how precarious
the situation in the world is today: Stalin and me. The terrible
threat of nuclear destruction is going to continue to hover
over the world. Perhaps even worse is the danger of people
remaining alive after a country is hit with a nuclear weapon,
but wishing they were dead.

“If 1 have any will to continue living, it's only because |
believe that jusf as during the last 3,000 years, you Jews
saved humanity from the worst savages through spreading the
ideas in your Torah, today, too, you will continue to enlighten
the world and save us from the terrible threat of annihilation.”

When Rabbi Lorincz returned to Israel, he delivered a
speech at the Knesset recounting what President Truman had
told him, and what the president of the {United States expected
of the Jewish people and the State he recognized.

Throughout Jewish history, Hashem orchestrates events
on-behalf of the Jewish people. Whether it's sending the angel

Gavriel to halt Nevuchadnezzar in midstride and then firish

the job by bringing a tail end to Vashti’s reign, or having the
president of the United States have this idiosyncratic desire
to emulate King Koresh, of all people, Hashem is constantly
pulling the strings to spin the ultimate tale called history.

A Freilechen Purim!
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